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Survey Executive Summary

Mission
A primary mission of the Student Engineers’ Council is to serve as 
a representative voice for the students within the College of Engineering. 
This survey seeks to communicate the student perspective to College of 
Engineering administration.
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Survey Question Breakdown

Identification Questions Slide 07

Pre-College Questions Slide 12

NSC Questions Slide 17

First Year Experience & Coursework Questions Slide 20

Resources & Organization Questions Slide 34

Inclusion Questions Slide 55

Choosing a Major Questions Slide 63

Summer Plans Questions Slide 73

Final Questions Slide 80
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First-Year Entry
Survey Response Summary

2.5-Week Survey Period
September 30th, 2024 - October 18th, 2024

983 Total Respondents
~21% of Freshmen Engineering Student Body
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First-Year Exit
Survey Response Summary

2.5-Week Survey Period
March 1, 2025 – April 12, 2025

451 Total Respondents
~10% of Freshmen Engineering Student Body
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Entry and Exit Surveys

Identification Questions
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Asked in Entry and Exit Survey
Responses: 983/451

What gender do you identify as?
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Asked in Entry and Exit Survey
Responses: 983/451

Race/Ethnic Identification: (select all that apply)
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Asked in Entry and Exit Survey 
Responses: 983/451

Are you a first-generation college student?
The U.S. Department of Education defines a first-generation college student as a 
person "whose parents both have had no postsecondary education experience and 
have a high school education or a lower level of educational attainment."
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Asked in Entry and Exit Survey
Responses: 983/451

At which campus do you take the majority of your courses?
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Entry Survey Only

Pre-College Questions
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Asked in Entry Survey
Responses: 983

Why did you choose to study Engineering? 
(select all that apply)
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Asked in Entry Survey
Responses: 983

Why did you choose Texas A&M Engineering? 
(select all that apply)
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Entry Survey Only

New Student Conference 
Questions
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Asked in Entry Survey  
Responses: 983

For the Fall 2024 semester, were you able to register for at least one 
of each course that counts towards meeting ETAM requirements?
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Asked in Entry Survey to students who answered  “No”  
Responses: 184

Please elaborate on the difficulties you faced with registering for 
your required courses.

Difficult to Organize Schedule
• “I had difficulties finding a class that would work in my schedule.”
• “There were little to no sections left when I registered, and most didn't work 

with my schedule.”

Unclear Requirements 
• “It was unclear what the ETAM requirements are…I ended up taking some 

classes I later found out will not give me any ETAM credits.”

Did not pass MPE
• “I had originally failed the MPE, so that made for a delay in my scheduling”
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Entry and Exit Surveys

First Year Experience & 
Coursework Questions
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Asked in Entry Survey
Responses: 983

How much prior programming experience do you have?
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Asked in Entry Survey to students who have experience
Responses: 1,592
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Asked in Entry and Exit Survey
Responses: 983/451
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Asked in Exit Survey
Responses: 451

Please indicate the extent to which you agree or disagree with 
obtaining the following skills in ENGR 102.

2% 2%
4%5% 6%

11%
13%

11%

24%

59%

51%

43%

21%

29%

18%

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

Programming Techniques for

Computer Programs

Cumulative Team Project Experience Knowledge of Engineering Majors and

Practice

P
e

rc
e
n

ta
g

e
 o

f 
S

tu
d

e
n

ts

Strongly Disagree

Disagree

Neither Agree nor Disagree

Agree

Strongly Agree



232024-2025 First-Year Engineering Student Survey

Asked in Exit Survey
Responses: 451

Please indicate the extent to which you agree or disagree with 
obtaining the following skills in ENGR 102. (continued)
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Asked in Entry Survey
Responses: 983

Out of the general engineering courses you are registered for Fall 
2024, select the course that you are most concerned/worried about.
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Asked in Entry Survey
Responses: 884

ENGR 102
• “I have no background in coding so I feel the class is fast paced and not for beginners like me.”
• “I cannot seem to grasp the material, and the lecture slides do not help my understanding.”

CHEM 107/117 and CHEM 119/120
• “I am struggling to effectively learn and apply the material because it is presented too quickly.”
• “I am do not have a strong background in this subject and worry it will be too overwhelming”

MATH 151
• “I feel like I am not prepared enough for the depth and complexity of higher math, especially 

given   my current skillset.”
• “The MATH 151 coding assignments are confusing and difficult to understand, even with help.”

Please elaborate on why you are concerned/worried about this 
course? 



262024-2025 First-Year Engineering Student Survey

Asked in Exit Survey
Responses: 451

Out of the general engineering courses you took, how would you rate 
the level of challenge of the following classes? 
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Asked in Exit Survey
Responses: 451

Out of the general engineering courses you took, how would you rate 
the level of challenge of the following classes? (continued)
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Asked in Exit Survey to students who selected challenging
Responses: 240

MATH 152 
• “New topics felt unfamiliar, and the course required more independent effort to understand 

concepts.”

ENGR 102 
• “Not having prior coding experience made the course difficult to follow, especially with the fast 

pace.”
• “Labs were complex, and support materials like slides didn’t provide enough guidance.”

CHEM 107 
• “The course moves quickly and covers a large amount of material in a short time.”

Of courses selected as challenging or very challenging, please 
elaborate on your reasoning for any of your responses above. 
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Entry and Exit Surveys

Resources & Organization 
Questions
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Asked in Entry and Exit Survey
Responses: 983/451

Please indicate which resources or services apply to your experience
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Asked in Entry and Exit Survey
Responses: 983/451

Please indicate which resources or services apply to your experience
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Asked in Entry and Exit Survey
Responses: 983/451

Please indicate which resources or services apply to your experience
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Asked in Entry and Exit Survey
Responses: 983/451

Please indicate which resources or services apply to your experience
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Asked in Exit Survey
Responses: Varies

Of the resources you have used, how often have you used them?
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Asked in Entry & Exit Survey
Responses: 983/451

What Texas A&M resources or programs are helping you adjust to the 
College of Engineering? (select all that apply)
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Asked in Entry & Exit Survey
Responses: 983/451

What Texas A&M resources or programs are helping you adjust to the 
College of Engineering? (select all that apply) (continued)
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Asked in Entry & Exit Survey
Responses: 983/451

What Texas A&M resources or programs are helping you adjust to the 
College of Engineering? (select all that apply) (continued)

Common Answers from “Other”
• Peer Tutors of  ZACH 420/Supplemental Instruction (SI)/ Teaching Assistant (TA)
• Corps of Cadets 
• Freshman Organizations/ Fish Camp
• Other Student Organizations
• Friends/ Family
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Asked in Entry Survey
Responses: 462

Please elaborate on how the resources/programs/services that you selected 
are helping you adjust to the College of Engineering.

Supportive Professors
• “My professors are attentive to my questions and needs within the classroom and classwork.”
• “My professors are approachable and are quick to respond/ provide help.”

First Year Experience Courses
• “CLEN 181 has helped provide resources and inform us of how to be successful as an 

engineering major”
• “CLEN has helped me understand the ETAM process.”

Engineering Student Orgs
• “Engineering organizations have given me a place where I can be with others who share my 

interest and situation”
• “Student Organizations really help make finding study groups and the first-year experience more 

enjoyable.
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Asked in Exit Survey
Responses: 125

How can Texas A&M resources or programs be improved to further 
help you adjust to the College of Engineering?
Awareness
• “More outreach of information on the college of engineering and what resources are 

available for students to use”
• “Make these resources more convenient and known to students in engineering.”

Accessibility
• “More opportunity for off-site academies to benefit from resources/programs. More 

availability for math and science tutoring and resources ”

Opportunities
• “Having more events for freshmen students throughout the semester for opportunities to 

learn more about what specific major they want.
• “More ways to learn about majors other than DI Saturday.”
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Asked in Entry Survey
Responses: 983

What are you most concerned about as a first-year engineering 
student?
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Asked in Entry Survey
Responses: 983

What are you most concerned about as a first-year engineering 
student? (continued)

Common Answers from “Other”
• Developing study habits / time management skills
• Maintaining grades for ETAM / difficult course load
• Tuition / balancing paying for school with course load
• Finding an internship
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Asked in Entry Survey
Responses: 352

Is there any support or services the College of Engineering can 
provide to help address the issue you are most worried about?

Mentorship
• “More access to peer mentors or scheduled days for review sessions ”
• “Mental Health Awareness (so students aren't overwhelmed by ETAM)”

ETAM Support Services
• “Talk more about what the people want to see in an ETAM application”
• “DI Saturdays and other speakers that help explain the engineering ETAM process.”

Time Management and Study Skills
• “Providing more help on ways to improve your studying habits.”
• “A resource to help with studying/time management.”
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Asked in Exit Survey
Responses: 451
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How many Student Organizations are you currently involved in?
*This includes all organizations that are recognized by StuAct
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Asked in Exit Survey
Responses: 374
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Of those, how many are Engineering Student Organizations (ESOs) and/or 
Engineering Societies?
*An ESO is defined as an organization that is recognized by StuAct and/or the COE as an Engineering Organization  
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Asked in Exit Survey
Responses: 68
Are you currently participating in the First Generation Engineering 
Mentoring Program (FGen)?
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Asked in Exit Survey to students who selected "Yes"
Responses: 16
What impact has the First Generation Engineering Mentoring Program (FGen) 
had on your first-year experience in the College of Engineering?
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Asked in Exit Survey
Responses: 228

What might College of Engineering (i.e., engineering faculty, staff, program directors, academic 
advisors) have done better to enhance your success or ease the transition to Texas A&M?

ETAM
• “Why must we have ETAM when NMSQT students get to skip the process entirely?”
• “...stress of ETAM doesn't really allow students to challenge themselves in their coursework."
• “Further educate prospective students about ETAM to warn them of the process.  ”

Class Structure
• “...restructuring the ENGR 102 class for non-programmers as well, more beginner-friendly.”
• “more SI sessions and TA help for more advanced classes...”
• "Broadcast more events.. more fluidity with scheduling events.'

Advice and Mentorship
• “The academic advisors... often not well-equipped to answer student-specific questions."
• “Giving the students a mentor/upperclassman... could help the students understand the massive amount of 

info in a single semester. ”
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Entry and Exit Surveys

Inclusion Questions
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Asked in Entry and Exit Survey
Responses: 983/451

I feel a sense of belonging within the College of Engineering.
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Asked in Entry and Exit Survey
Responses: 983/451

I am meeting as many people and making as many friends as I want 
in the College of Engineering at Texas A&M.
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Asked in Entry and Exit Survey
Responses: 983/451

I feel comfortable approaching my professor(s) regarding the course 
or extra opportunities to learn.
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Asked in Entry and Exit Survey
Responses: 983/451

I feel comfortable approaching my Peer Teachers/Teaching 
Assistants regarding help with course work.
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Asked in Exit Survey
Responses: 451

My first-year experience was a collaborative environment where my 
peers and I supported each other in our academic goals. 
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Entry and Exit Surveys

Choosing a Major
Questions
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Asked in Entry and Exit Survey
Responses: 983/451

Have you decided on an engineering discipline in which you would 
like to major?

74%

26%

90%

10%

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

Yes No

P
e

rc
e
n

ta
g

e
 o

f 
S

tu
d

e
n

ts

Entry

Exit



602024-2025 First-Year Engineering Student Survey

Asked in Entry and Exit Survey to students who selected 
“Yes”
Responses: 927/404

As of now, what is your First Choice Major?
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Asked in Entry and Exit Survey to students who selected 
“Yes”
Responses: 927/404

As of now, what is your First Choice Major? (continued)
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Asked in Entry and Exit Survey to students who selected 
“Yes”
Responses: 927/404

How certain are you of this decision?
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Asked in Entry and Exit Survey to students who answered 
“Certain”
Responses: 801/390

To your best memory, is this the same major you chose when you 
applied to Texas A&M?
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Asked in Exit Survey to students who selected “No”
Responses: 93

Understanding of other Majors 
• “The DI Saturday speakers helped give me more information about each major.”
• “IDIS seems to be the best fit for my desired career.”
• "I did not know that MXET existed prior to DI Saturday.”

ENGR 102
• "I initially wanted to go into computer science, but after taking ENGR 102 I realized that I was 

more fascinated by the hardware and designing circuits rather than coding.”
• “Before ENGR 102 I had never taken a coding class, now I love it.”

Please describe what factors influenced your decision to change 
the Engineering Discipline you wanted to major in.
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Asked in Exit Survey
Responses: 451
Do you feel as if you have received sufficient information about 
the different engineering majors to make an informed decision 
regarding choosing your major?
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Asked in Exit Survey to students that selected “No”
Responses: 21

Career Prospects
• “Experiences from people who work industry on what they actually do with their degree, and 

more information about what kinds of jobs different majors can get.”
• “I wish we would have gotten more specific, real-life examples of what we would be able to 

do/pursue with a degree in each type of engineering.”
• “I would like to know what the majors go into after graduating.”

Student Perspectives / Coursework
• “More information on the classes required and a chance to talk with current students.”

• “Examples of coursework and material taught in each major to gauge whether it would be 
something we would be interested in.”

Please elaborate on what information that you did not receive that 
would help with choosing an engineering major.
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Asked in Exit Survey
Responses: 451

During your first year at Texas A&M, what is/was the most helpful source of 
information to aid you in making an informed decision about your major?(Select 
all that apply)
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Exit Survey Only

Summer Plans
Questions
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Did you attend any of the follow SEC Engineering Career Fairs?
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Asked in Exit Survey
Responses: 543
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Why did you attend neither the Fall 2024 nor Spring 2025 SEC Engineering 
Career Fairs? (select all that apply)
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Asked in Exit Survey to students that did not attend the Career Fair
Responses: 395

2024-2025 First-Year Engineering Student Survey
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Why did you not attend either the Fall 2024 nor Spring 2025 SEC Engineering 
Career Fairs?

Asked in Exit Survey to students that selected ‘Other'
Responses: 20

2024-2025 First-Year Engineering Student Survey

Misunderstanding about freshman opportunities
• “No point in going as a freshman.”
• “Companies aren’t looking to hire freshman."

Unpreparedness 
• “I have not made a resume"
• “Got kicked out for wearing jeans.“
• “Didn’t have shoes.”
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When planning for Summer 2025, which of the following have you actively 
tried to secure? (select all that apply)
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Asked in Exit Survey
Responses: 927
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Which of the following summer plans have you successfully secured? 
(select all that apply)
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Asked in Exit Survey to students who were actively pursuing opportunities
Responses: 451
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How did you obtain your Summer 2025 engineering internship?
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‘Other’ responses: (open ended)

- Engineering National 
Conference 

- Return from previous work 
experience

Asked in Exit Survey to students who obtained an internship
Responses: 46

2024-2025 First-Year Engineering Student Survey
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Entry and Exit Surveys

Final
Questions
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Asked in Exit Survey
Responses: 451

How likely would you be to recommend Texas A&M 
Engineering to a prospective student?
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Net Promoter Score (Scale of 1 to 10): 8.79
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Asked in Exit Survey
Responses: 451

Are you continuing in Texas A&M Engineering in the Fall 2024 
semester?
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Reasons for “No”:

• Mental Health

• Lack of Interest

Alternative Paths:

• Transfer to another university

• Transfer to another major including

- Construction Science

- Arts and Sciences
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Please elaborate on anything we didn't ask you that could assist 
in enhancing the first-year experience.

Asked in Entry Survey
Responses: 253

ETAM
Student sentiment regarding ETAM:

• “Rigorous and draining to first year engineering students’ mental health.”

• “Feel like I am wasting my time because I knew what major I wanted to do.”

• “A lot of added stress and pressure to an already difficult year and course-load.”
One student even stated:

• “I almost chose UT Austin in order to have a guaranteed major.”
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Please elaborate on anything we didn't ask you that could assist 
in enhancing the first-year experience.

Asked in Entry Survey
Responses: 253

ENGR 102
Students feel the 102 structure advantages students with prior coding experience:

• "Almost every person I've talked to who has coding experience has told me that they would be 

failing ENGR-102 if they didn't already know everything being taught.”

• “ENGR 102 is definitely NOT a true, never-coded-before, beginners' class.”

One student suggested additional advertising for resources to reduce this gap:

• “More in person help should be advertised and set up for struggling students, as they often do 

not hear about any of these resources.”
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Please elaborate on anything we didn't ask you that could assist 
in enhancing the first-year experience.

Asked in Entry Survey
Responses: 253

CLEN 181 (Hullabaloo U)
Students had mixed feelings about CLEN 181 and ideas for improvement:

• “Often times feel like an hour waster when I could be finishing homework or studying.”

• “Could have more group activities to encourage the first-year engineering students to meet 

new people.”
Engineering Academies
Engineering academy students felt disadvantaged in their studies:

• “More resources that can help the engineering academy with coding.”

• “I really think we need more support in the Academies.”
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Any additional suggestions regarding the first-year engineering
program at Texas A&M?

Asked in Exit Survey
Responses: 229

Positive First Year Experience:
• “I think it's been great so far. Although Galveston campus is small, there have been multiple 

chances to get involved and know more about the people in your classes.”

• “The ETAM process is a bit tedious, but it's for our own good. I love that we get to explore 

each major before we fully commit to one.”

• “Overall, I think the Texas A&M engineering program is a great program.”
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Legislation Committee

Co-Chairs

Members

2024-2025
Aidan Taylor ’26
Vinathi Golkonda ’26

Alex Dao ’27
Bella Colgan ’27
Emir Velic ’25
Mohit Lele ’25

2025-2026
Anika Palacharla ’27
Bella Colgan ’27
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